
Kingsley Manor A  F R O N T  P O R C H  R E T I R E M E N T  C O M M U N I T Y

The dining experience at 
Kingsley Manor has always 
been a social one. Not only are 
residents receiving nourishment 
for their bodies but also 
nourishment to their souls through 
daily interaction with friends over 
a delightful meal.

Therefore, when the pandemic 
hit and Kingsley Manor began 
delivering food to residents in 
their homes, it was somewhat of 
an adjustment for many. But the 
good news is that during the last 
10 months while the dining was 

closed, a beautiful remodel has 
taken place in anticipation of its 
grand reopening.

“If there was a positive to 
the Pandemic, it was that our 
dining room remodel could take 
place without inconveniencing 
residents,” said Dining Services 
Director Nick Padula. “It gave 
us plenty of time for a beautiful 
transformation.”

While the goal was to improve 
the overall dining experience, 
Kingsley also wanted to give it a 
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New Remodeled Dining Room is 
Ready for Grand Reopening

Residents and staff receive their 
COVID-19 vaccinations.

parties, happy hour, yoga and 
even S’mores parties using the 
fire pits.

“I think it’s one of the nicest 
places on campus,” said 
resident Janet Goggins, who 
lives in a residence below. 
“The sunsets from here are 
magnificent! Just being here 
gives you the feeling of 
freedom.”

Even during the pandemic, 
when Kingsley was observing 
relaxed health and safety 
protocols during the summer, 
residents enjoyed outdoor, 
socially distanced Bingo and 
line dancing.

“Even when there is no specific 
event taking place, residents 
like to come to the Skyroom 
patios and relax,” Raymond 
said. “On warm days, residents 
like the cool breezes and on 
cool days, space heaters make 
it comfortable to relax with a 
good book.”

The north patio was constructed 
first in 2008. It became such a 
popular part of the community 
that the south patio was added 
in 2019. Funds to construct the 
two were raised by Kingsley’s 
philanthropic partner Pacific 
Homes Foundation to which 
many residents and others 
donated.

SKYROOM continues from page 2

Don’t let the pandemic stop you 
from making the move to Kingsley 
Manor. Right now, receive a one-
time $5,000 credit toward your 
monthly fee after six months of 
residency. Call 323-661-1128 
for the details.

This offer is based on availability 

and ends on May 31, 2021. New 

residents only. Other restrictions may apply. 

This offer cannot be combined with or 

replace other offers.

Kingsley Manor 
is Open for 
immediate
Move-in!



When the coronavirus outbreak first hit, the 
Kingsley Manor life enrichment team knew 
they had to quickly find ways to help residents 
stay engaged and connected while following 
important safety measures.

“We had to hit the ground running right away 
to find innovative ways to do things we used 
to do in-person but now, needed to be done 
virtually or socially distanced,” said Raymond 
Ruiz, Kingsley’s life enrichment director. “That’s 
where my team shined. We put our heads 
together and came up with some ideas.”

Among those opportunities were educational 
lectures, current event discussions, book clubs, 
tea parties, music appreciation, fitness classes, 
and mindfulness exercises – all done virtually. 
During times of relaxed restrictions, the team 
brought in entertainment that residents enjoyed 
from their balconies or from a distance. 

The team, comprised of Raymond and Life 
Enrichment Assistants Carlina Burgos and 
Marco Hernandez, each bring specific skills 
to their jobs. Marco has nursing experience, 
and has a passion for working with older 
adults, including those with dementia. Carlina 
loves technology and art and is often found 
tutoring residents in both. Raymond brings 
the team together through his leadership and 
encouragement.

“I facilitate regular Zoom meetings with 
residents and their families,” Marco said. 
“Since the pandemic hit, I have encouraged 
family members to try new technologies so 
they can communicate with their loved ones 

Life Enrichment Team 
Fights Pandemic 

Boredom Together

Kingsley Manor’s dining team works with life enrichment 
to assure resident satisfaction. Kingsley Manor’s sous-chef 
prepares shrimp cocktail and sliders for outdoor dining.

classic Hollywood vibe and add to 
the space’s warmth.

“New improved pendant lighting, 
recessed energy-efficient lighting 
and wall sconces on the millwork 
clad columns give the room instant 
warmth,” said Marcia Bryan, 
owner of the Bryan Design Group. 
“We wanted to improve the dining 
experience even more with a new 
bistro dining location, and booth 
seating for those wanting a more 
casual dining experience. Playful 
pendant lighting above the tables 
help set the mood for the bistro.”

One of the biggest changes was the 
elimination of the buffet table, which 
will mean exclusive table service 
for each meal. “We wanted to give 
residents a true full-service dining 
experience,” Nick said. “With that 
change, we also expanded our 
menu to include more made-to-order 
options including entrées, salads and 
desserts.”

New custom carpeting in rich jewel 
tones capture the essence of the 
beautiful gardens that surround the 
campus. Large scale florals on a 
rich emerald background provide 
an elegant pattern. New chairs in a 
sturdy frame are both comfortable 
and beautiful. A new smaller host 
station was designed for mobility 
and function to greet the diners as 
they enter the room. Lighting was 

improved and noise reduced by 
better defined spaces. 

“We also updated the artwork and 
accessories in the open cases to 
reflect the rich heritage of
Los Angeles with historical books, 
collected artwork, and beautiful 
arrangements,” Marcia said. 

No doubt when the dining room 
reopens, residents will be delighted.

REMODEL continues from page 1

here. It’s important that we see each other’s faces. We 
are doing a lot with video chat inside of Kingsley so it 
was a way to get family members involved.” 

“No doubt about it, the biggest challenge is social 
isolation,” Carlina said. “But we ask residents what they 
want and focus on their suggestions. Those suggestions 
bring a lot of value to what we do each day.”

One of those suggestions was to expand the walking 
paths throughout the community.

“We have a lot of walking paths here but very few of 
them connect,” Raymond said. “When residents said 
they wanted more exercise, we made some modifications 
and created a loop by connecting some paths. Now, 
residents have a more enjoyable time walking around the 
campus.”

“Every week is different,” Raymond said. “Our day-to-day 
is constantly changing, and it’s important to stay flexible 
and open to new ideas while also remaining cautious to 
protect our residents. I’m proud of my team. We think of 
new ideas every day with resident focus as our priority.”

The newly remodeled dining room.

For more than a decade, these lovely 
gathering spots have played host 
to numerous social events, exercise 
classes, dances and concerts. The 
views are spectacular and the 
company is even better. 

“Our Skyroom patios are the social 
hubs of our community,” said 
Kingsley Manor Life Enrichment 
Director Raymond Ruiz. “Residents 

love being there. The spaces are 
so versatile and the views are 
spectacular.”

Located on the rooftop of Kingsley’s 
Leitzel Hall, a six-story building on 
the west end of campus, the two 
spaces sit at opposite ends of the 
building. The north patio faces the 
Hollywood Hills, iconic Hollywood 
Sign and the Griffith Observatory 

while the south patio looks upon the 
Los Angeles Skyline and beyond.

Before the pandemic, residents could 
be found on either patio enjoying 
rooftop concerts, barbeques, holiday 

Versatile Skyroom Patios are 
Resident Favorites
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